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Family Mycetophagidae 

 

 
Checklist  
 
From Booth R. G. 2012. Mycetophagidae.  In: Duff, A.G. (ed.) Checklist of Beetles of the British Isles. 

2nd edition. Pemberley Books (available online at www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm). 
 
Genus PSEUDOTRIPHYLLUS Reitter, 1880 
 suturalis (Fabricius, 1801) 
Genus TRIPHYLLUS Dejean, 1821 
 bicolor (Fabricius, 1777) 
Genus LITARGUS Erichson, 1846 
 balteatus LeConte, 1856 
 connexus (Geoffroy in Fourcroy, 1785) 
Genus MYCETOPHAGUS Hellwig, 1792 
 atomarius (Fabricius, 1787) 
 fulvicollis Fabricius, 1792 
 multipunctatus Fabricius, 1792 
 piceus (Fabricius, 1777) 
 populi Fabricius, 1798 
 quadriguttatus Müller, P.W.J., 1821 
 quadripustulatus (Linnaeus, 1761) 
Genus TYPHAEA Stephens, 1829 
 haagi Reitter, 1874 622 
 stercorea (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Genus EULAGIUS Motschulsky, 1845 
 filicornis (Reitter, 1887)  
Genus BERGINUS Erichson, 1846 
 tamarisci Wollaston, 1854 
 
 
Image Credits 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, the photographs of whole beetles used in this key 
(unless otherwise indicated) are reproduced from the Iconographia Coleopterorum 
Poloniae, with permission kindly granted by Lech Borowiec.   
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
http://www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm


© Mike Hackston (2020), translated and adapted from Lompe 
(2011) 

Key to the UK species of Mycetophagidae 

Translated and adapted by Mike Hackston from Dr Arved Lompe (2011) with permission.  Original in 
German at http://www.coleo-net.de/coleo/texte/mycetophagidae.htm 

 
1 Head (including eyes) and pronotum more or less the 

same width and much narrower than the elytra.  
Pronotum scarcely broader than long, almost parallel-
sided.  Club of the antennae consisting of two 
segments.  Elytra with rows of deep punctures with 
narrow gaps in between. ............................................. 

 .......... Berginus tamarisci  
 Adults recorded feeding on lime, Clematis and Rhododendron flowers.  

Larvae reared from the galls of Biorhiza pallida on oak. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The head is much narrower than the pronotum; pronotum distinctly broader than 

long, narrowing towards the front, at the rear as broad as or slightly narrower 
than the elytra.  Antennae without a club or with a club consisting of 3-5 
segments. .............................................................................................................2 
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Choose from three alternatives 
 
2 Antennae with at least a weakly-developed three-segmented club.  First segment 

of the hind tarsi often not longer than the last segment.  Elytra in most species 
with the punctures not arranged in rows; if they are arranged in rows then the 
length is at most 3 mm.  Size range 2.2-4.0 mm. .................................................3 

 
  
  
 Antennae gradually broadening towards the tip or with a 

club consisting of 4-5 thickened terminal segments.  
Pronotum with two small hollows at the base.  Elytra with 
grooves (striae) containing punctures or with strong rows 
of punctures.  First segment of the hind tarsi longer than 
the last segment.  Length 3-7 mm. ........ 

    .......... Genus Mycetophagus  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Antennae long and narrow, without a club and not 

distinctly broadening towards the tip.  First segment of 
the hind tarsi distinctly longer than the last segment.  
Elytra with characteristic dark markings; a well-
developed triangular mark basally and a broad U-
shaped band parallel to the margin. Upper surface with 
long, conspicuous hair.  Length 3.3-3.8 mm. .................. 

 .......... Eulagius filicornis   

 Recently recorded from Britain from Reading, Berkshire. 
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3 Elytra uniformly and randomly punctured, without any arrangement into rows; 
hairs also not in rows. ...........................................................................................4 

  
 
 
 Elytra with areas of very fine, indistinct punctures in 

between the dense rows of punctures; hairs on the 
elytra consisting of a dense covering of hairs laying 
on the surface and with rows of longer, somewhat 
erect hairs.  Length 2.4-3.0 mm. ............................... 

 .......... Genus Typhaea 
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4 Body distinctly convex, such that the side margins of the elytra are not visible 
when viewed from above; elytra uniform in colour or only paler at the base and 
tip.  Clypeus separated from the frons by a deep curved furrow.  The first two 
segments of the palps are the same thickness. ...................................................5 

 
 
 
 Body more flattened such that both side margins are 

visible when viewed from above.  Vertex divided from 
the frons by a fine curved suture.  Scutellum semi-
circular.  Elytra with pale patches or transverse 
bands.  The second segment of the palps is much 
thicker than the first. ................................................... 

 .......... Genus Litargus  
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5 Punctures on the pronotum and elytra fine.  Hairs 
short and fine and lying on the surface.  Pronotum 
with two depressions at the base.  Fifth segment of 
the antennae longer than segments four or six; 
segments 9 and 10 distinctly broader than long.  Dark 
brown species with the sides of the pronotum and the 
elytra to some extent reddish yellow (although the 
elytra are often all dark).  Length 2.2-2.8 mm. ............ 

 .......... Pseudotriphyllus suturalis 

 Widespread over eastern England and southern Scotland.  Associated 
with bracket fungi on wood, generally Polyporus and Laetiporus.   

 
 
 
 

 Punctures of the pronotum and elytra very strong.  
Hairs long and semi-upright.  Pronotum without 
depressions at the base.  Segments 4-6 of the 
antennae equal in length; segments nine and ten as 
broad as long.  Head and pronotum dark reddish-
brown; elytra black with the base and tip paler.  
Length 3.5-4 mm. ...................................................... 

 .......... Triphyllus bicolor 

 Local in lowland wooded pastures and ancient woodland across Britain, 
absent from the west.  Associated with freshly fruiting fungi on oak and 
beech. 
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Genus Litargus  
 
1 The eighth segment of the antennae is clearly broader 

than the seventh, forming a transition to the club, which 
therefore appears 4-segmented; the ninth segment 
(first segment of club proper) is slightly narrowed 
towards its base, more or less equal-sided or 
somewhat broader than long; last segment of club 
slightly longer than broad.  In males the first segment 
of the front tarsi is broadened, 1.6 times as long as 
broad and 1.6 times as wide as the second segment.  
Overall shape parallel-sided and oval.  Length 2.3-2.8 
mm. .............................................................................. 

 .......... Litargus connexus  
 Widespread throughout England and Wales.  Usually under the bark of 

trees infected by fungi.  Brownish black to black with the sides of the pronotum yellow near the hind angles.  
Antennae, palps and legs are reddish to reddish-yellow; last 4-5 segments of the antennae darker with the 
last segment yellowish at the tip.  The front transverse band on the elytra is broken into a larger patch on 
the shoulders and a smaller patch nearer the suture; the rear band is behind the middle of the elytra; before 
the tip is a further central yellow spot.  The elytra are rather finer and less densely punctured than the 
pronotum.   

 

 
 Antennae narrower, the eighth segment only slightly 

broader than the seventh, not forming a transition to the 
club; the last segment of the club is very long, about 1.6 
times as long as the previous segment.  In males the 
first segment of the front tarsi is not distinctly broadened, 
about 3.5 times as long as broad.  Relatively shorter 
species, not as distinctly parallel-sided. ........................... 

 ..........  Litargus balteatus 

 Few records from England. 
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Genus Typhaea 

 
1 Length 2.4-3.0 mm; yellowish brown.  Upper surface with 

longer, paler shaggy hair which is clearly visible at the 
sides when viewed from the top.  The hair is thinner and 
somewhat longer on the elytra.  Punctures less clear on 
the elytra, becoming finer and less dense towards the 
tip. ...................................................................................  

 .......... Typhaea stercorea  
 Cosmopolitan species in barns, cellars etc., common on mildewed plants; 

more rarely outdoors.  Widespread in Great Britain. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Length 2.2-2.6 mm, rather darker brown.  Upper surface 

with denser hair which tends to lay more on the surface; 
the background hair is somewhat shorter and stronger, 
but the longer hairs arranged in rows on the elytra are 
denser, giving the elytra more of an impression of being 
striped.  The punctures on the elytra continue to the tips 
where they are still distinct and dense. ........................... 

 .......... Typhaea haagi 
 With stored materials indoors and outside as well.  Probably introduced 

from North America. 
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Genus Mycetophagus 

 
1 Upper surface extremely finely, densely and uniformly 

punctured; also very finely and densely hair with silky 
hairs that tend to lay on the surface.  Last segment of the 
palps much broader than the previous segment, truncate 
at the tip.  Antennae with a broad, well defined, 4-
segmented club.  Yellowish brown to rusty-red, the head 
somewhat darker than the elytra.  Length 4.0-4.5 mm. .... 

 .......... Mycetophagus populi 
 In diseased wood and bracket fungi on deciduous trees.  Scattered records in 

England and Wales. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Upper surface clearly and densely punctured, somewhat shining.  Last segment 

of the palps scarcely broader than the previous.  Antennae not as above. ..........2 
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2 Pronotum broadest shortly before the base, the edges roundly 
narrowing from here to the front; base of pronotum as wide as 
the elytra just behind the shoulders.  Side margin of the 
pronotum not clearly bordered.  Antennae generally widening 
towards the tip, or with a 4-segmented club. .........................3 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum broadest in the middle, narrowing from here 

towards the front and back, distinctly narrower at the base 
than the elytra measured just behind the shoulders.  First 
segment of the hind tarsi as long as the last segment. .....6 
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3 Antennae with five somewhat enlarged terminal segments.  First segment of the 
hind tarsi much longer than the last segment. .....................................................4 

 
 
 Antennae with a 4-segmented club.  First segment of the 

hind tarsi scarcely longer than the last segment.  Reddish-
brown to dark brown, relatively strongly convex.  Antennae 
and legs yellowish brown.  Elytra marked with a paler 
marking extending from the shoulders and a pale patch 
behind the middle.  Upper surface with dense yellowish, 
coarse hairs; elytra with rows of somewhat longer hairs.  
The areas between the rows of fine punctures have a 
microscopic sculpture consisting of dense rough tubercles, 
resembling a cheese-grater.  Terminal segment of the 
antennae scarcely longer than the previous segment. ........ 

 .......... Mycetophagus quadriguttatus 

 In bracket fungi and decaying wood as well as stored hay and straw.  Widely 
distributed but usually rare.  Records in England and Wales. 
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4 Each elytron with one or two large paler patches.  Length 
5-6 mm.  Pronotum distinctly narrowing from the base to 
the front, shining, uniformly and weakly punctured.  Elytra 
finely and diffusely punctured between the rows of 
punctures, shining. ............................................................. 

 .......... Mycetophagus quadripustulatus 

 Common and widespread in England and Wales. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Elytra with uneven, pale transverse bands and/or more than two pale patches on 

each elytron.  Length under 5 mm.  Pronotum more weakly tapering towards the 
front, covered either with a mix of coarse and fine punctures or wrinkled; in either 
case appearing less shining.  Elytra very densely punctured between the striae, 
slightly shining. .....................................................................................................5 
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5 Terminal segment of the antennae about 
as long as the two segments previous to it.  
Punctures on the pronotum tending to be 
arranged in transverse rows. ..................... 

 .......... Mycetophagus piceus 

 In hard bracket fungi and rotting wood.  Common and 
widespread in England and Wales. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Terminal segment of the antennae clearly shorter than 

the two previous segments combined.  Upper surface 
brownish black, the mouth, antennae, legs and tarsi 
rusty brown; antennae darkened towards the tip.  
Length 4.0-4.5 mm. ...................................................... 

 .......... Mycetophagus atomarius 

 In bracket fungi, diseased wood, bark etc.  Larvae probably developing 
in Kretzschmaria deustum.  Common and widespread in England and 
Wales. 
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6 Pronotum reddish brown to reddish-yellow, strongly and 
densely punctured.  Upper surface with long, semi-
upright, curly hairs.  Head black.  Elytra shining 
between the coarse rows of punctures and with two 
irregular transverse bands usually broken in the middle. 
Length 4.0-4.5 mm.  ........................................................ 

 .......... Mycetophagus fulvicollis 

 More often in rotting wood than in bracket fungi.  Rare. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum black to dark reddish brown, scarcely paler than 

the head with the dense punctures arranged in lines 
forming ridges in between.  Elytra very densely punctured 
between the striae and with numerous yellowish brown 
spots.  Length 4.2-4.5 mm. ................................................. 

 .......... Mycetophagus multipunctatus 

 In diseased wood.  Widespread in England and Wales. 
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